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He Lord Mayor, and Commons o 
| Vun, having many Months ſince, 
granted a generous Benefaction to the 
Incorporated Society, Sc. In order to encou- 
rage the eſtabliſhing a Charter School near the 


Metropolis; I can now with pleaſure aſſure 
you, that the Society, after long Search, have 


UA 


at laſt been accommodated with a convenient 
Piece of Ground, by the Favour of the Right 


Honourable Luke Gardiner, Eſqr. 


The Situation is deſirable, not above three 
Miles from the City, near the Avenue of San- 
try- Houſe; It is a place Conſpicuous, 

and having a good Road to it, 
may be eaſily viſited from Dublin, and the 
Country round it. 


The Land is fit for the produce of Flax, Sc. 
and being well watered, is every way proper 
for carrying on the Linen Manufacture, in 


N the Children are to be chiefly employ- 
ed. 
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The Foundation is to conſiſt of Forty 
Boys, to be bred up in the Art of Flax Drei- 
ſing, a Trade of great Uſe, which ſtill wants 
much Improvement among us. 


An Inſtitution of this kind is not leſs neceſ- 
ſary near this City, than in ſome of the remote 
Parts of the Kingdom; for the Proteſtants of 
all Denominations within the County of Dub- 
lin, (asI am informed) do not exceed Ten Thou» 
ſand; whereas the Papiſis are about Thirty 
Thouſand. | 1 


Had this excellent Scheme of Educating 
Popiſh Children in the Proteſiant Religion, 
and keeping them in the mean time out of the 
influence of their Prieſts, and employing them 
in uſeful Labour; I ſay, had this method earlier 
prevailed in our Iſland; we had been ſafe from 
thoſe Scenes of Diſtraction and Miſery, which 
we ſuffered twice in one Century: Aud not- 
withſtanding the great Acceſſion of Strength 
to the Proteſtant Intereſt ſince that time, yer 
we cannot think our ſelves perfectly ſecure, 
ſo long as there are more than a Million of that 
People, ſtill found among us, unreclaimed from 
their dangerous Errors. 


We may juſtly look upon them as Enemies 
within our own Bowels or Enemies they muſt 
ever be to a Proteſtant Government, ſo long as 
they continue under the Direction of the 
Church of Rome. | | 
c 


14 1 
It were to be wiſhed that the different Cir- 
cumſtances of Great Britain .and Ireland 


were duly compared in this ſingle reſpect. 


What has Great Britain to guard againſt 
upon any Emergency, but a Foreign Enemy; 
whereas ours are at our very Doors, and even 
of our own Families, and upon any unhappy 
Conjuncture, may be ready to riſe, and unite 
to deſtroy us. 8 


One wou'd hope that Dangers ſo great, and 
imminent, ſhou'd awaken not only a few, but 
the whole Collective Body of Proteſtants, to 
provide for the common Safety; which never 
can be done effectually, without a change of 
Religion in the Natives: But how can this 
change be effected? OT. 


To expect the Converſion of the Multi- 
tude, who have been bred up in an utter aver- 
ſion to the Reformed Religion, and not allow- 
ed even to think, or judge for themſelves, is 
little leſs than to expect Miracles. 


What then is to be done? By what means 
may we expect to ſee the bulk of the Natives 
become Proteſtants? There is evidently but 
one way left of obtaining this happy end; and 
that is, by laying the Foundation in the Chil- 
dren of the Popzh Natives, and early Train- 

ing them up in the Proteſtant Religion, and at 
the ſame time in Labour, ang Induſtry. 


Here 
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Here is our only Reſource; and this is the 
great End of His Majeſty's Charter; and ife- | 
very Well-wiſher to the Proteſtant Intereſt, Þ 
and the Proſperity of his Country, would 

. heartily co-operate with theſe Views, the 
Succeſs by Experience, would anſwer our Eu- 
deavours. ; 


But this is a Work that cannot be carried on 
through the Nation without large Supplies, 
and by the joint Contributions of many; And 
if many would contribute out of their Abun- 
dance, what Succeſs might we not expect in | 
few Years, from an Undertaking ſo beneficial | 
to us, and our Poſterity ? 


IH His Majeſty has been gracioufly pleaſed to 
| encourage the Deſign by a noble Bene faction, 
| and the Proreſtants of England, who in the 
« Reign of King James II. moſt hoſpitably en- 
3 tertained the Exiles of Ireland, have again re- 
| | newed their Bounty and Charity, by large and 
| ſeaſonable Contributions; which the correl- 
ponding Society at London, do ſtill kindly 
continue to follicit, and promote to good 
Advantage. 


| And ſhould not we, who are thus refreſhed 
| | by Streams from Abroad, after their Example, 
|| open more Fountains of Charity at Home, 
| when the Benefit will return to our ſelves? 

| 


| Yes 
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Yes certainly, the neceſſity of the Thing 
ſpeaks ſtrongly for it; bur rhe preſent Income 
of the Society is far from being ſufficient to 
anſwer the Demands of the Nation, and 
many fair propoſals for erecting more Schools, 


have been held in reſerve by the Society for 


that very Reaſon; ſo that the Work muſt go 
on ſlowly and faintly, without further Aids. 


To our Children and Poſterity, the good 
Effects will appear conſiderable; but we can- 
not hope to reap thoſe Benefits in our Days, 
unleſs the Fund ſhould be augmented. | 


Many Gentlemen of this Kingdom have not 
been backwardto encourage all uſeful Schemes, 
which promiſe any Benefit to the Publick ; 
And ſhould they once happily view this 
glorious Deſign in the Light wherein it appears 
to others, who have been kind Benefactors to 
it, we need not deſpair of its having their 
Fayour, and Countenance. 


One Charter School for every County, and 
principal City, ſuper- added to thoſe already 
erected, would ſpread the Benefit wide, and 
we ſhould ſee the happy Influence of the Char- 
ter Scheme through the Nation in a few Years. 


Bur give me leave to ſay, That the Progreſs 
of this good Work will be ſlow, and feeble, 
unleſs Gentlemen of Intereſt and Fortune in 
their ſeveral Counties, ſhould take it up, and 
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fvour it with their Prot 
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otection, and Encou 
ragement; then indeed, ſuch working School 
could not but flouriſh, and anſwer their De- 
ſigns with great Advantage, under their owr 
eyes and Infpedtion. 12 
However this may happen, it is certain 
that every prudent and laudable Attempt te 
reclaim the great Number of Papiſts in this 
1 from their dangetous Errors, is: 
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